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[Abstract]

Criticism of Jeong Yak-yong's perception of territory and Japan

Chung, Taesang
(Dokdo Research Forum)

Jeong Yak-yong wrote two articles on Japan arguing that there was no need to worry about Japanese
invasion, but the fact that these were just idle talk is proven by the Japanese invasion and fall of the
country that began about 40 years after his death.

Additionally, in his theory of Liaodong, Jeong Yak-yong said, ‘It is
fortunate that Liaodong was not restored,” and ‘As a country that does not
respect military force, occupying Liaodong would cause great harm. Jeong
Yak-yong's perception of this theory of Liaodong seems to have been
crystallized and appeared in Abang Gangyeokgo.

Among them, the most representative ones are the theory that
Daegwanghyeon came to Goryeo after the fall of Balhae and declared himself
the crown prince of Balhae, and the theory that 'Cheollyeongwi was
Gangwon-do' in the late Goryeo period.

Despite the fact that it is clearly recorded in the official history of Goryeo
that the crown prince came to Goryeo with tens of thousands of households
after the fall of Balhae, Jeong Yak-yong added that Daegwanghyeon may not
be the crown prince of Balhae, becoming one of the epicenters of the theory
of self-proclaimed crown prince of Balhae.

In addition, when contrasted with Chinese literature, the issue of
Cheolryeongwi in the late Goryeo Dynasty does not refer to Cheolryeong in
Gangwon-do, but to Cheolryeong in Liaodong, and despite the fact that there
is considerable evidence that the border at the time was also Liaodong, Jeong
Yak-yong claims that it refers to Cheolryeong in Gangwon-do. As a result, it
has been passed down to today's history textbooks.

Correcting distorted history and eliminating the possibility of conflict in
advance is also necessary for long-term friendly relations with neighboring

countries.

Keywords : Cheolryeongwi, Jeong Yak-yong, Balhae, Daegwanghyeon, Liaodong
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