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[ Abstract]

"A Tentative Study on the Yalu River"

-Centered on the Concept of 'Boundary'-
HER, WOO-BUM (INHA UNIV.)

The Yalu River is a crucial geographical feature in the study of our
territorial history. Until now, research on the Yalu River has treated it as a
proper noun referring to a single river located in a specific region.
However, all place names are subject to change over time. Particularly,
place names in border areas undergo significant shifts due to territorial
expansions and contractions caused by wars or rebellions. The Yalu River
has continuously served as a border since the Goryeo Dynasty. From the
perspective of changing borders and shifting place names, the Yalu River,
too, must have moved. Therefore, examining the Yalu River solely as a
fixed river designated as a border makes it difficult to understand the
historical territorial and border changes over different periods. A new
perspective and consideration of the Yalu River as a border are necessary.

This paper addresses the contradictions and issues of the Yalu River as a
border, perpetuated since the establishment of the Japanese colonial
historiography, and examines the need to reassess the border changes
resulting from the shifting of the Yalu River over time. In other words, it is
a preliminary consideration of "how to study the Yalu River."

To achieve this, the author redefines the concept of the Yalu River and,
based on this redefinition, analyzes its various aliases and contemporary
historical geography to broaden our understanding of the Yalu River.
Furthermore, the paper aims to propose new methodologies for future
research on the Yalu River in our territorial history.

*Key words : Yalu River, Variant name, border, Goguryeo, Goryeo, Joseon



