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[] Abstract

The position of Han Baek-gyeom's TDongguk Geographya in

Korean border history
Yoon, Han—Taek

If we examine his perception of borders based on the translation and annotation of Han
Baek-Gyeom's TDongguk Geographya, the basic premise that runs through it is Dongguk's
'south is south, north is north (EB®, JtE4Jk)', and further, can be named as 'Dongguk
Self-History Theory(BRE&E $3#)', which can be summarized as 'Dongguk is Dongguk (GREIE
HE)'. And its geographical boundaries are generally set as the continent and the Korean
Peninsula. As most previous researchers agree, it seems to have originated from the setting
of the desirable problem of establishing an independent identity for the country as a result
of reflection on the national crisis situation at the time when the Japanese invasion was a
national disaster and the Manchurian invasion(#Hgl.) was approaching. However, this
geographical limitation resulted in the double result of selecting only records that
corresponded to the records and ignoring, disguising them as belonging to the Korean
Peninsula, or treating them as exceptions to records related to continental Liaodong. And
that result may have been because it reflected the class position of the noble ruling class(/®
¥JI) to which he belonged at the time. Therefore, it was confirmed that there is a
considerable distance from the evaluation of previous researchers, who ‘criticized the trend
of believing and following the contents of existing literature and attempted to determine
right and wrong by analyzing existing theories with objective and empirical logic.” It is true
that it opened the door to a new trend called historical geography, which was different from
previous history books in form, but it had nothing to do with the ‘Chunchu History view(F
K #) of ‘but Description not Creation(if7~{E) or ‘Silhak(Z£). And it showed limitations
that opened the door to wasteful debate among later researchers. Representative examples
include the ‘opinion of Han' 4gun(#PU#f)’ in the Korean Peninsula, the direction of the
territory after the unification of Silla Dynasty, the trajectory of the Goryeo Dynasty's
northeastern region, and the progress of the Goryeo Dynasty's northern region.

[Key Words]
Dongguk independent history theory, historical geography, Chunchu History view(FfK52#), Silhak(&
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